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LEGISLATION UPDATE 
 
 
PROPOSED POLICY AND REGULATORY FRAMEWORK FOR 
MOBILE BROADCASTING SERVICES IN SINGAPORE 
 
 
MDA holds public consultation on regulation of mobile TV services  
 
The Media Development Authority (the “MDA”) issued a public consultation 
paper on 21 November 2007 to seek public feedback on its proposed policy 
and regulatory framework for mobile broadcasting services in Singapore. 
These are mobile TV services (“MTVS”), which use one way point-to-
multipoint radio transmissions over a dedicated network which is separate 
from the cellular network. 
 
The public is invited to submit comments on the proposals, which deal with the 
following issues: 
 
 Technology standards; 
 Licensing framework; 
 Market structure issues; and 
 Content and advertising regulation. 

 
All comments are to be submitted to the MDA by 4 January 2008. 
 
 
Technology standards 
 
The MDA does not intend to impose any particular technical standard for 
MTVS but instead will regulate the industry on a technological-and platform-
neutral basis.   
 
In terms of network coverage, it is proposed that the current prescribed level 
for mobile phone coverage (ie. 95%) should set the standard for outdoor 
coverage of MTVS.  For the present moment, the MDA will not set standards 
for indoor coverage but it reserves the right to do so later.  Similarly, picture 
quality and customer services will not be subject to pre-set standards as the 
MDA believes that the standards for these will be adequately shaped by 
market forces. 
 
 
Licensing framework 
 
The MDA proposes that the existing licensing regime for fixed digital 
broadcasting, which involves a multiplex licence (ie. a licence for an operator 
to use or lease out the right to use certain assigned broadcasting frequencies 
to broadcast a collection of television programmes, radio and data services 
together in a digital signal) and a broadcasting licence, could be applied to 
MTVS. 
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To create a level playing field in the MTVS industry, both cellular mobile TV operators and MTVS 
operators will be required to apply for broadcasting licences before transmitting TV services over 
their networks.  There will not be any limit on the number of broadcasting licenses. 
 
The MDA intends to adopt a two-tier licence framework, which comprises niche licences (for 
licensees which have a subscriber base of less than 100,000) and nationwide licences (for 
licensees having 100,000 or more subscribers).  For a start, because MTVS is still in a 
developmental stage, MTVS operators and cellular mobile TV operators will be regulated on the 
basis of niche licensing.   
 
Multiplex licences will have a 10-year duration with an option to renew for 5 more years.  
Broadcasting licences will be issued for 5 years and will be also be renewable. 
 
 
Market structure issues 
 
Offer of capacity to third parties 
 
As multiplex capacity for MTVS is expected to be scarce, the MDA proposes that multiplex 
licensees should be obliged to offer capacity to third parties on fair, reasonable and non-
discriminatory conditions.   
 
Cap on advertising revenue 
 
The MDA also considered whether there should be a cap on advertising revenue for MTVS to 
protect advertising revenues of free-to-air (“FTA”) service providers.  It decided not to impose a 
cap, so as to encourage MTVS operators to develop innovative advertising business models. 
 
 
Content and advertising regulations 
 
Content 
 
Studies suggest that young viewers will watch MTVS on an unsupervised basis.  The MDA 
therefore proposes to apply its programming codes for fixed TV services to MTVS.  The codes 
control FTA content, subscription content, video-on-demand and other types of content. 
 
The MDA does not intend to impose public service broadcasting and must-carry obligations on 
MTVS operators as these may have a negative impact on their commercial viability.  However, 
MTVS operators will be required not to block access to FTA channels if their service provider uses 
technologies which are compatible with those of MediaCorp Pte Ltd, presently Singapore’s only 
provider of FTA content. 
 
Advertising 
 
In relation to advertising, the MDA is of the view that the current framework for advertising 
regulation should apply to MTVS.  The framework comprises the Spam Control Act 2007, the 
Singapore Code of Advertising Practice and various regulations administered by the MDA. 
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References 
 
Please click on the following links to see details of: 
 
1. Press release issued by MDA on 21 November 2007; 
2. Summary of key proposals; and 
3. Full text of consultation paper. 
 
 
 
 
If you would like more information about the public consultation or wish to discuss how it may 
potentially affect you or your business, please feel free to contact us: 
 
Lim Chong Kin 
Head, Telecoms, Media and Technology Practice Group 
Director (Banking & Corporate) 
T: +65 6531 4110 
E: chongkin.lim@drewnapier.com
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The contents of this update are only intended to provide general information on the subject covered.  Nothing in this publication 
should be treated as specific professional legal advice concerning any particular business, operational or other situations with 
which you might be faced.  Drew & Napier LLC accepts no liability for, and does not guarantee the accuracy of, the information 
contained in this publication, and does not accept any liability for any loss or damage arising from any reliance thereon. 

http://www.mda.gov.sg/wms.www/thenewsdesk.aspx?sid=837
http://www.mda.gov.sg/wms.www/thenewsdesk.aspx?sid=837#A
http://www.mda.gov.sg/wms.file/mobj/mobj.1167.Mobile%20TV%20Consultation.pdf
mailto:chongkin.lim@drewnapier.com
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OUR BUSINESS GROUPS AND PRACTICE AREAS 
 

BANKING/GENERAL FINANCE 
David Ang 
T +65 6531 2236 
F +65 6535 4864 
E david.ang@drewnapier.com 
 

INSURANCE & REINSURANCE 

OTHER OFFICES 
Shanghai Office                 Drewmarks Patents & Designs       PT Drewmarks Konsultama     DrewCorp Services Pte Ltd 
#2501 Office Tower             (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd       Correspondence address:     20 Raffles Place 
Bund Center                        9th floor         20 Raffles Place     #09-01 Ocean Towers 
222 Yan An Road East        Bangunan Getah Asli (Menara)                 #17-00 Ocean Towers     Singapore 048620 
Shanghai 200002                148 Jalan Ampang                                     Singapore 048620                           ROC No. 200102492H 
China                            50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia                 T +65 6531 2503/6531 2504           T +65 6531 2266 
T +86 21 6335 1628            T +603 2162 2522/2162 2529                    F +65 6533 0694                            F +65 6533 1542/6533 7649 
F +86 21 6335 0638            F +603 2162 2804                                      E ip@drewnapier.com                    E services@drewcorpservices.com 
E china@drewnapier.com   E drewmark@tm.net.my 
 
 
Copyright in this publication is owned by Drew & Napier LLC. This publication may not be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, in whole or in part, without prior written approval.  Drew & Napier 
LLC accepts no liability for, and does not guarantee the accuracy of information or opinion contained in this publication. This publication covers a wide range of topics and is not intended to be a comprehensive 
study of the subjects covered nor is it intended to provide legal advice. It should not be treated as a substitute for specific advice on specific situations. 

Valerie Kwok 
T +65 6531 2222 
F +65 6535 4864 
E valerie.kwok@drewnapier.com 
 
BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES 
Tony Yeo 
T +65 6531 2512 
F +65 6220 0324 
E tony.yeo@drewnapier.com 
 
BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION 
Tan Liam Beng 
T +65 6531 4139 
F +65 6533 3591  
E liambeng.tan@drewnapier.com 
 
CAPITAL MARKETS 
Sin Boon Ann 
T +65 6531 2206 
F +65 6535 4864 
E boonann.sin@drewnapier.com 
 
CHINA BUSINESS GROUP 
David Chin 
T +86 21 6335 1628 
F +86 21 6335 0638 
E david.chin@drewnapier.com 
 
COMPETITION LAW 
Lim Chong Kin (non-contentious) 
T +65 6531 4110 
F +65 6535 4864 
E chongkin.lim@drewnapier.com 
 
Cavinder Bull (contentious) 
T +65 6531 2416 
F +65 6533 3591 
E cavinder.bull@drewnapier.com 
 
 

CORPORATE 
Gary Pryke David Ang 
T +65 6531 4104 T +65 6531 2236 

F +65 6535 4864 
E david.ang@drewnapier.com 

F +65 6535 4864 
E gary.pryke@drewnapier.com 
  

Gary Pryke INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
Morris John (Patents) T +65 6531 4104 
T +65 6531 2503 F +65 6535 4864 

E gary.pryke@drewnapier.com 
 
Yeo Wee Kiong 
T +65 6531 2500 

F +65 6533 0694 
E mj@drewnapier.com 
 
Dedar Singh Gill (Trade Marks) 

F +65 6535 4864 
E weekiong.yeo@drewnapier.com 
 

T +65 6531 2507 
F +65 6533 0694 
E dedar.singh@drewnapier.com 

CORPORATE INSOLVENCY & 
RESTRUCTURING  
Sushil Nair 
T +65 6531 2410 

 
LITIGATION & DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION 
Jimmy Yim, SC 

F +65 6532 7149 
E sushil.nair@drewnapier.com 

T +65 6531 2504/2505 
F +65 6533 3591 

 
Manoj Sandrasegara 
T +65 65314156 

E jimmy.yim@drewnapier.com 
 
PROJECT FINANCE 
Gary Pryke F +65 65327149 

E manoj.sandra@drewnapier.com 
 
EMPLOYMENT & IMMIGRATION 
Indranee Rajah, SC  
T +65 6531 4100 
F +65 6532 7149 

T +65 6531 4104 
F +65 6535 4864 
E gary.pryke@drewnapier.com 
 
PROPERTY 
Chua Bee Lan 
T +65 6531 2302 E indranee.rajah@drewnapier.com 

 F +65 6535 1952 
E beelan.chua@drewnapier.com FAMILY & MATRIMONIAL 

Randolph Khoo 
T +65 6531 2418 

 
SHIPPING & INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE F +65 6532 7149 
Ian Koh E randolph.khoo@drewnapier.com 

 T +65 6531 2436 
FUND MANAGEMENT, REIT & PRIVATE 
EQUITY 
Petrus Huang 
T +65 6531 2208 

F +65 6533 3591 
E ian.koh@drewnapier.com 
 
TAX, TRUSTS, ESTATE 
PLANNING & PROBATE F +65 6533 0694 
Teoh Lian Ee E petrus.huang@drewnapier.com 

 
INFO-COMMUNICATIONS, MEDIA & 
TECHNOLOGY 

T +65 6531 2248 
F +65 6535 4864 
E lianee.teoh@drewnapier.com 
 Lim Chong Kin 

T +65 6531 4110 TRANSNATIONAL & CROSS-
BORDER WORK F +65 6535 4864 
Julian Kwek E chongkin.lim@drewnapier.com 

 T +65 6531 2485 
F +65 6532 7149 
E julian.kwek@drewnapier.com 
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